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Private Aid to Latin Re

Sels at Issue

By PHILIP TAUBMAN
Special tc The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Dec. 12 — There is
mounting concern at the State Depart-
ment and the Central Intelligence
Agency about the involvement of pri-
vate American citizens in Nicaraguan
rebel operations, Reagan Administra-
tion officials said today.

The officials said an Alabama-based
group of military veterans had recently
stepped up its efforts to aid the rebels
and that it currently has a team of 6 to
*10 men inside Nicaragua.

Two members of the group, Civilian
Military Assistance, were killed in Sep-
tember when their helicopter was shot
down during a rebel air raid.

Although President Reagan has ex-
pressed sympathy for private efforts to
aid the rebels, the officials said there
was concern that the veterans might
provoke a crisis between Washington
and Managua by carrying out their own
raids in Nicaragua.

““The C.I.A. doesn’'t control these
guys and can't really keep track of
them, so they’re a wild card that could
cause everyone serious problems,” one
senior national security official said.

Reports of Combat Plans

The leader of Civilian Mili
Assistance, Thomas V. Posey of Deca-
tur, Ala., said in a telephone interview
today that the Americans would not

participate in combat operations but
were training and assisting rebel
forces at base camps in Nicaragua.

Other members of the group, how-
ever, have outlined plans for combat
operations, according to a series of ar-
ticles published recently by The Mem-
phis Commercial Appeal. .

The newspaper reported last week
that a band of private American citi-
zens, including several combat vet-
erans from Tennessee, traveled to Hon-
duras recently to prepare for military
operations in Nicaragua sometime
early next year.

The paper quoted the leader of the
team as saying that he expected 30
American volunteers to join about 70
rebels in attacks on strategic military
targets in Nicaragua.

The C.1.A,, according to Administra: |

tion officials, is particularly concerned
that the private Americans could be-
come involved in an incident that would
increase already-tense relations be-
tween Washington and Managua and

undermine any hope of obtaining Con- |
gressional approval for a resumption of

United States aid to the insurgents.
A Senate Democrat, Jim Sasser of

Tennessee, voiced concern about the

veterans today. “It’s a very dangerous

tary | precedent to have private citizens con-

ducting combat operations against a
government that the United States has
diplomatic relations with,”” he said.

| “These men are obviously very pa- |

tristic and brave, but I think their ef-
forts are misguided. ‘

“There’s also a danger of being '
taten prisoner,” Mr. Sasser added, |
“Then what is palicy of the United |
States? It could put usin a difficult spot
and even pull us into some sort of shoot- |
ing war with Nicaragua.”

In October, Mr. Reagan said private
efforts to a1 e rebels were ‘‘quite 1n
Tifis with what has been a ret% well
mm%u%yﬂ

e Sai e WO j inciined to not
“Wwant to ierfere with-them.”™ ’

Earlier this week, the Justice De-
pariment, responding to aa article in
ire Wasiington POST about private
acnaucens to tne rebels, said that efforts
DY L'nnea States citizens te raise hu-

raaniiarian aid for the msurgents did
00t viclate Federal laws.

Group Has New Chapters
Mr. Posev said that since Sentember,
Civiiian Military ASsSistance nas added
CoIDIETs 1N £ O 0 Fiami, Nash-
as-

viile, Chicago, St. Louis, an
see, Fia. "é‘e’ve had e from all
OVer the country,” he Sal% “who want
to join ard fight the Commumists.” .
Mr. Posey sal at the up has
"tons” of medical d Ei

sent and nonlethal

military equipment to the rebels in re-

CEnT_monihs. With continued assist-

ance, ne said, the rebels “could be
Menagua by the end of next vear.”
Mr. Posey said the private Amer-

icans "do not go to Nicara 10 be
Tighters’” and are discoura 5 Trom
participating In combat.

ut_the men
reserve the rig ght to defend
themselves if they are attacked,” he

added.
In another development concerning
the Nicaraguan rebels, a senior mem.
ber of the House Appropriations Com-
mittee, Representative Joseph P. Ad- |
dabbo of Queens, has asked the State '
Department for assurance that no
Urited States foreign aid has been di-
verted to the i ents. )
In a Dec. 11 letter to Secretary of
State George P. Shuitz thatthe Demo-
cratic Congressman’s office made pub-
lic. today, Mr. Addabbo said: “I am
concerned that countries receivi
U.S. foreign assistance'aid may be uti.
lizing a portion of such aid to assist the
Contras and, in so doing, effect a rather
devious contravention of the law.”
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